BEDFORD CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

GUIDELINES AND SERVICES FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED (GATE) STUDENTS

The Bedford Board of Education is committed to a district-wide educational program that provides for the needs of Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) students that extends beyond the regular curriculum.  

HISTORY
Bedford Schools’ GATE Program was established in February 1980 at the fourth grade level.  Since then, GATE has grown to include students in grades four through 12.  Over the years, the program has evolved to meet the changing needs of the students served.  

Today, the program is designed to provide fuller development of intellectual, creative, social, and leadership skills of students that extend beyond the regular classroom curriculum. Through a variety of gifted service options, including placements, instructional methods, resources, and experiences to meet the academic and social needs of gifted learners, students are encouraged to explore their own interests, select their own learning, expand critical and creative thinking, and be encouraged to think, learn, and produce at a more challenging level.  Approximately 10 percent of the student population is identified as gifted.

The following information provides an overview of services for GATE students in the Bedford Schools.

IDENTIFICATION
Students are identified according to Ohio Law (O.R.C. 3324.01-3324.07). Testing is conducted in the regular classroom for grades 3, 6, 8, and 10.   Testing may also be a result of a parent/teacher referral, at which time testing may be conducted either by the school psychologists or the Gifted Education Supervisor in small group and/or individual settings.  Parents are notified by mail of the assessment results and if their child has met the criteria for state identification.  Identification occurs in four areas:

1.  Superior Cognitive Ability

2.  Specific Academic Ability (reading, math, science, social studies)

3.  Creative Thinking Ability

4.  Visual and Performing Arts (art, music, drama, dance)

The needs of children who are identified in the first two categories may be met through a variety of services.  These approaches include differentiation in the regular classroom, acceleration by subject or grade, pullout programs, talent searches, academic competitions, student seminars, and extra-curricular activities.  Most services have defined criteria for participation.

The needs of children who are identified as gifted in the last two categories are met through an array of art, music, and drama programs.  Participation at the lower grades is open to all, while participation at the upper grade levels may require auditions and/or portfolios.

DISTRICT-WIDE SERVICES

At any grade levels K-12, any of the following services for gifted students can be available, depending on student needs:  

1.  Acceleration (whole grade and subject) – determined by committee consensus based on behavior checklist, student performance data, parent/student input

2.  Differentiated instruction in the regular classroom setting – the depth, pace, and breadth of learning is student-specific

3.  Extracurricular activities – optional enrichment activities can be found at all levels.

PRIMARY SCHOOL EXPERIENCE (grades K-3) 
Primary teaching staff begins the foundation for the highly able students by providing enrichment and special accommodations within the regular classroom setting as needed.  In addition to the options listed above, these opportunities may include early entrance to kindergarten, looping, flexible grouping, and interdisciplinary units.  

Gifted identified students may also be clustered into designated classrooms per grade level.  A cluster usually consists of about eight students who have been identified as gifted.  Any identified student has the option of being placed in the cluster classroom or remaining with the regular classroom assignment.   Identified cluster students are targeted for specific instruction. 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE (grades 4-6)

In addition to meeting gifted students’ needs in the regular classroom, the intermediate buildings offer two other services – the Resource Room and Accelerated Classes in math and/or reading.  

· Resource Room – criteria for entrance include gifted identification in at least two areas. Students are pulled from their regular classroom for 30-minute blocks daily to work with a certified gifted intervention specialist who focuses on scholarly behaviors, creativity, problem solving, and critical thinking.  

· Accelerated Math and/or Reading – criteria for entrance is two paths:  an IQ of 120+ AND 95th%ile in math and reading on a nationally normed achievement test OR an IQ of 127 + AND 90th%ile on same such assessment. This option is led by a certified gifted intervention specialist.  Students enrolled in this option have 5 hours weekly instruction per subject (reading and/or math) at an accelerated pace and an increased depth.  The grade four curriculum is a telescoping of grade 4 and 5 skills, knowledge and abilities, while the grade five curriculum is advanced to the 6th grade level.  The classroom environment might include learning contracts, menus, independent study, compacted curriculum, and differentiated instruction responsive to student needs.  Students are taught and expected to produce at higher levels and in a fast-paced setting.

Students in both the Resource Room and the Accelerated Classes annually participate in a Regional Academic Competition, focusing on various content areas each year.

At the sixth grade level, the accelerated math instruction is continued.  All students who participated in the Resource Room and Accelerated Classes at the Intermediate Schools are candidates for Pre-Algebra in grade 6.  Other criteria include teacher recommendation and above- average student performance data (OAT, grades, etc.).  With regard to instruction is modified accordingly in the regular classroom. Extra-curricular activities complement these series also.

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

In addition to the individual modifications that can be made in regular classrooms, Heskett continues the math acceleration for gifted students. Gifted 7th grade students may take Algebra I and eighth grade students and may take Geometry.  Students who successfully complete these courses will earn one high school credit (Carnegie Unit) per course.  Students in grade eight are also afforded the option of taking a foreign language for an additional high school credit. Criteria for entrance into any of these courses are teacher recommendation, past performance, and (in the math courses) qualifying scores on a normed readiness test. Gifted identified students are also encouraged to participate in all-day off campus student seminars including Orienteering and Fine Arts Workshop.  Criteria are gifted identification.  

Eighth grade-gifted students may participate in a spring academic talent search, with criteria established by the sponsoring organization.   Another opportunity for students identified as gifted includes training and participation in an annual Academic competitions focusing on a different content area each year.  Additionally, extracurricular activities such as student government, and academic/service clubs, allow GATE students yet another arena in which to be challenged.  

HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
GATE students in high school have the option to enroll in Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  Courses include Statistics, Chemistry, US History, European History, Physics, Calculus, and English.  For a fee, students may take an AP exit exam, which may qualify them to receive college credit for the course.  Honors level classes are offered to qualified students as pre-requisites to the AP strand.  Participation in these options is based on grade point average, test scores, and prerequisite course work.   All students also have the opportunity to experience dual enrollment (Post Secondary Enrollment Option) by taking college level classes at area institutions or onsite through Lorain County Community College, and receiving both high school and college credit.  Criteria are set by receiving colleges and/or universities.  In addition, GATE students are encouraged to participate in numerous student off campus seminars as an extension of their regular coursework, including Town Hall, Leadership Academy, Stress Workshop, and Fine Arts Seminar.  Many other extracurricular and enrichment opportunities are also available to high school students, which serve to meet their diverse student needs and interests. 

FACULTY AND STAFF
A gifted education supervisor from the Cuyahoga County Educational Service Center coordinates the GATE Program in the Bedford Schools.  The supervisor works with staff, as well as screens, assesses and identifies gifted students.  The district also employs a full-time certified gifted intervention specialist. This individual works one half day each day at Columbus and Carylwood intermediate schools directly instructing gifted students.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BEDFORD SCHOOLS’ PUPIL SERVICES DEPARTMENT AT (440-439-3507)

